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Situation: DTA & DTABf

• Deutsches Textarchiv (German Text Archive): 
Historical corpora for the New High German language (17th-19th c.) 
by digitization and (increasingly) curation

• TEI format for the homogeneous annotation of heterogeneous texts
➔ DTA Base Format (DTABf)

• Goal: 
– Further extend the text basis for the DTABf 
– Enrich the DTA corpora by interesting text collections and new 

text types (e.g. manuscripts)



Situation: ediarum

• Digital working and publication environment for scholarly editions
• Developed in 2012 by TELOTA, a Digital Humanities working group 

at the BBAW (Cf. Dumont & Fechner in: jTEI 8) 
• More and more scholarly editions of modern manuscripts at the 

BBAW used ediarum
• Different schemas ➔ different code basis ➔ a lot of work necessary

➔ Goal:
Development of a generic ediarum component for the 
scholarly editing of modern manuscripts (and their metadata) based 
on a common TEI-XML schema



Get together in a Use Case

Travelling Humboldt – Science on the Move
Project in the Academies’ Program 2015–2032. Scholary Edition of the 
travel journals, letters and other related documents of Alexander von 
Humboldt concerning his journeys to America (1799–1804) and 
Russia-Sibiria (1829).

➔ Valuable resource for the DTA corpus
➔ Heterogeneous material useful for development of a generic 

component to edit modern manuscripts
➔ “Travelling Humboldt” benefits from experience and workflows 

created by DTA and TELOTA 



ediarum – Technologies & Workflow



ediarum becomes generic 



ediarum.BASIS

oXygen framework component for the scholarly editing of modern 
manuscripts (and their metadata)

Features used by different scholarly editions based on:
● standardized core schema, based on the DTABf
● standardized indexes of persons, places & orgs in TEI-XML
● standardized index of publications in ZOTERO

All projects concerning modern manuscripts using ediarum.BASIS - with 
projects-specific configurations and (very few) extensions



The DTA Base Format (DTABf)

• TEI format for the Deutsches Textarchiv (DTA) corpora
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat_en 

• True subset of the TEI tagset, goal: ensure interoperability
• applied to the ~3,000 texts within the DTA

(Cf. Haaf et al. 2014/15 in: jTEI 8)



The DTABf for Manuscripts

• Further growth of the DTA corpus (by new text types)
➔ esp. text curation (in CLARIN-D) 

• Recent development: Adaptation for manuscripts 
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat_manuskripte 

• Modularization of the DTABf (by usage of ODD chaining)
(Cf. Haaf & Thomas in: jTEI 10, in publication)



DTABf becomes modular

➔ “Travelling Humboldt” as a use case for the application of DTABf-M



DTABf and “Travelling Humboldt”

DTABf(-M) solutions used by “Travelling Humboldts”

• Discontinuous parts of a description (@xml:id, @prev, @next)

• Fixed values in various contexts

– <div> with certain @types ("diaryEntry", "letter", ...)

– @rendition-values of <metamark>, <hi>, <add> etc.

e.g. <add rendition="#ow"> for overwritten text

• Tagging of abbreviations

<choice><abbr>H.</abbr><expan>Herr</expan></choice>

instead of

H<ex>err</ex>



DTABf and “Travelling Humboldt”

Solutions which feed back into DTABf-M

• @rendition="#mMM" (marginal mark in manuscripts)
• new values for @type in different elements (e.g. <name>, <div>)

(in review)

• Note sheets glued to the diary booklets
• Measurements (<measure> with @unit)
• Auxiliary calculations/sums

Separate solutions (conversion to DTABf-M possible)

• Text passage “used” or “transferred” (<metamark function="used"/>)
• Assignment of a text passage to a certain part of a journey or to 

certain topics of  (@ana in <div>) 
• Editorial comments



http://avhr.bbaw.de













“Travelling Humboldt” to DTA corpus

http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq/book/show/humboldt_soemmering01_1791
http://www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq/book/show/humboldt_soemmering02_1795



DTA corpus query in Humboldt’s texts 

"$p=ADJA Sklave" #has[author, /Humboldt/]



Usage of ediarum.BASIS and DTABf

• “Traveling Humboldt – Science on the Move” (Academies’ Program)
• Scholarly Edition of the philosophical Works of Kurt Gödel (Research 

projects of the BBAW and Hamburger Stiftung zur Förderung von 
Wissenschaft und Kultur)

• August Wilhelm Iffland’s dramaturgic and administrative Archive 
(1796-1814) (funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG))

• Correspondence Aloys Hirt 1787–1837 (funded by the German 
Research Foundation (DFG))

• Structure and Experience. Scholarly Edition of Works concerning 
Epistemology by Hermann von Helmholtz (HU Berlin, Institut für 
Mathematik)

• “Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe” (MEGA), Correspondence 
(Academies’ Program)



Conclusion

• Current use case: consequent reuse of existing TEI-based 
workflows and tools within multiple projects

• Projects
– combine their forces and know-how
– harmonize their services and formats
– work efficiently together

• Resources 
– can be connected across projects
– can be re-used in other research contexts
– can be researched in many various ways

• Preliminary
– consequent usage of standard formats from the beginning


